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During the early years of the great religious struggle
in Germany a sort of rough order appears to have been
kept among the soldiers on both sides. Indiscriminate
plunder was not allowed, though enormous contributions
were levied on the towns and villages. Some attempts
were made to enforce discipline and punish outrage, and
the soldiers were generally maintained by the Sovereigns
who employed them. In the matter of the treatment of
the civil population military morality was extremely lax,
but still it was not absolutely non-existent. The people
suffered terribly from the exactions of the armies; but they
were spared in the beginning the absolute ruin which was
their portion afterwards. The first to set the evil example
of supporting an army entirely by plunder was Count
Mansfeld, a mere adventurer, who under the guise of zeal
for the Protestant cause, fought for his own advancement
Unable to pay his troops, he ravaged the country wherever
he was quartered. Other armies had devastated only the
territories of their foes, his army plundered friend and
enemy with perfect impartiality. It was not long before
he had hosts of imitators. Christian of Brunswick pro-
claimed himself " The friend of God and the enemy of
the priests/' and broke all laws, human and divine, in the
horrors he inflicted upon the unfortunate peasantry.
Catholic and Protestant were both alike to his burning-
masters and foragers. His troops destroyed what they
could not use. His track was marked by ruined villages
and blazing homesteads. But the discovery that an
army could be maintained by plunder alone was too
valuable to be left to the undisputed enjoyment of one
side in the contest. It was soon utilized for the Emperor
and the Catholics by the saturnine genius whose mar-
vellous career has exercised as great a fascination for